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None of us wants firearm-
related

injuries or deaths in
 our HOMES or 

our COMMUNITIES

FIREARM INJURY PREVENTION INITIATIVE



Action-oriented, innovative 

research, 
including policy and 

program evaluation, for 
development and 

dissemination 
of evidence-based solutions 

Outstanding education 
and mentoring informs 

impacted communities, policy 
makers, front-line gatekeepers, 

and public – and trains the 
next generation of researchers 

and practitioners

Serve as a trusted partner and 
collaborator with impacted 
communities to optimize 

effective, acceptable 
approaches. Living our values 

is only possible through 

collaboration with 

diverse networks.



PROBLEM STATEMENT



Source: New Hampshire 
Firearm Safety Coalition



WEB-BASED RESOURCE

//coloradofirearmsafetycoalition.org/gun-storage-map/
Kelly et al. 2020. Ann Intern Med PMID: 31958811
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RESEARCH PROJECT DESCRIPTION
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RESEARCH – KEY FINDINGS

Interviews with 100 stakeholders showed support for concept 
but concerns about liability and funding/logistics (PMID: 35224749)

27% of people in homes with firearms had stored them away 
from home in past 5 years (PMID: 36915179)

45% of firearm ranges/retailers in two states had provided 
storage (PMID: 36037869)



RESEARCH – KEY FINDINGS

LOGISTICS



We're all just right now figuring out of it as we 
go … Think about if it had that kind of prompts 
for how do you think about this, instead of 
baptism-by-fire learning. That'd be fantastic.



TOOLKIT

WHO

Trust & 
Partnerships

HOW
Outreach & 

map 
creation

WHAT
Legal 

concerns & 
resources



ATF CLARIFICATION



RESEARCH – KEY FINDINGS

LIABILITY

LOGISTICS



HB 260 IN LOUISIANA

“No person shall have a cause of action against a federal firearms licensee 

operating lawfully in the state of Louisiana for any act or omission arising 

from a firearm hold agreement and resulting in personal injury or death of 

any natural person, including the return of any firearms to the individual 

firearm owner by a federal firearms licensee at the termination of a firearm 

hold agreement.”



HB 1181 IN WASHINGTON

“A dealer who provides a service of allowing a person to temporarily 

store a firearm on the dealer's premises in a storage locker, box, or 

container that is locked and not accessible to the dealer does not thereby 

create a special relationship, for civil liability purposes, between the 

dealer and the person who temporarily stores the firearm on the dealer's 

premises.”



RESEARCH – KEY FINDINGS

FUNDING

LIABILITY

LOGISTICS



FUNDING

 Louisiana – VA Armory project

 VetStore (CSPH)

 Department of Defense (pending)

 Federal legislation (pending)



EQUITY IMPACT

 Idea of belonging: 
 Socialized understanding of “gun 

culture”
 Social community
 Internal & external group associations

 Full citizenship

 Self-protection

“What I try to keep in mind is that some of the 
alternatives, for example, for storage, are not gonna 
necessarily be things that people think about […] I’m 
just gonna use [storage at] the range for an example. 
Because it’s not something they typically do. They 
associate that with something white people do, and so 
that as an alternate way of storage is not gonna 
resonate with them.” (ID21).

“That’s ultimately why [organization] exists because queer 
people need a group of gun owners where they can talk about 
these things and not be regarded as crazy […].” (ID28).

“You had to be a closet, closet liberal while you were 
asking questions about your favorite firearm or ‘I’m a 
brand new firearm owner, how do I get this, and oh, by 
the way, I voted for Obama’ and then suddenly nobody 
wants to talk to you” (ID11).



LESSONS LEARNED
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QUESTIONS? 

Emmy Betz, MD, MPH

Marian.betz@cuanschutz.edu 

mailto:Marian.betz@cuanschutz.edu
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