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F32

Sponsor’s Section
 Attached to the Fellowship Supplement 

Form
 Section includes:

 Sponsor and Co-sponsor’s 
statements

 Letters of support from 
Collaborators, contributors and 
consultants

 Who writes this?
 Depends on your sponsor
 You might write a ‘draft’
 If your sponsor writes, they need 

your training plan
 If your sponsor writes this section, 

you as the PI, are responsible for 
it’s content
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Sponsor’s Section
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F32
Sponsor’s Section

• 6 pages
• Complete these items as comprehensively as possible so 

that a meaningful evaluation of the training 
environment can be made by the reviewers.

• Create a heading at the top of the first page titled 
“Sponsor and Co-Sponsor Statements.” 



5

F32
Sponsor’s Section

• Organize each statement in the specified order and use 
the instructions below, unless otherwise specified in the 
FOA. Start each section with the appropriate section 
heading
• Research Support Available; 
• Sponsor’s/Co-Sponsor’s Previous Fellows/Trainees; 
• Training Plan, Environment, Research Facilities; 
• Number of Fellows/Trainees to be Supervised During the 

Fellowship; 
• Applicant’s Qualifications and Potential for a Research Career.

• Each sponsor and co-sponsor statement must address 
all of the following sections (A-E) (in a total of 6 pages, 
not 6 pages for each sponsor/co-sponsor)
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F32
Sponsor’s Section

 Reviewer’s want to have a ‘picture’ of where you are training
 Are there sufficient funds?
 Is your sponsor committed to your training?

Do they know you and your goals?
Did they take the time to write a comprehensive/cohesive training 

plan?
 Does your sponsor have mentoring experience? Are they a good mentor?
 Does your sponsor have time to mentor you?
 Are there adequate resources (space, equipment, animals, collaborators, 

etc) available?
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Research Support Available

• In a table, list all current and pending research and research 
training support specifically available to the applicant for this 
particular training experience. 

Include:
• funding source
• complete identifying number
• title of the research or training program
• name of the PD/PI
• start and end dates
• the amount of the award. 

• If the sponsor’s research support will end prior to the end of the 
proposed training period, the sponsor should describe a 
contingency plan for how the fellow’s research will be supported. 

F32 Sponsor’s Section
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Previous Fellows/Trainees

• State the total number of predoctoral and postdoctoral 
individuals previously sponsored. 

• Select up to five that are representative, and for those 
five, provide:
• information on their time spent in the lab
• their present employing organizations
• their present position titles or occupations

F32 Sponsor’s Section
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Training Plan, Environment, 
Research Facilities

• The applicant’s Research Training Plan should be individualized for 
the applicant, keeping in mind the candidate’s strengths and any 
gaps in needed skills. 

• The Research Training Plan should be designed to enhance both 
research and clinical training (if applicable).

• The Research Training Plan should facilitate the applicant's 
transition to the next stage of his/her career. Sponsors and co-
sponsors should discuss this aspect of the applicant's training as 
well.

F32 Sponsor’s Section
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Training Plan, Environment, 
Research Facilities

• Describe the Research Training Plan that you have developed 
specifically for the fellowship applicant. Be sure to include the 
following points: 
• Include items such as classes, seminars, opportunities for 

interaction with other groups and scientists, and any professional 
skills development opportunities. 

• Describe the research environment and available research 
facilities and equipment. 

• Indicate the relationship of the proposed research training to the 
applicant's career goals. 

• Describe the skills and techniques that the applicant will learn. 
Relate these to the applicant's career goals.

F32 Sponsor’s Section
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Number of Fellows/Trainees to be 
Supervised During the Fellowship

• Indicate how many pre- and/or post- doctoral 
fellows/trainees the Sponsor/Co-sponsor is expected to 
supervise during the award period. 

• Co-sponsor statements must also include this 
information.

F32 Sponsor’s Section
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Applicant's Qualifications and 
Potential for a Research Career 

• Describe how the fellowship applicant is suited for this 
research training opportunity based on his/her academic 
record and research experience level. 

• Include information about how the Research Training 
Plan, and your own expertise as the sponsor or co-
sponsor, will assist in producing an independent 
researcher. 

• Additional requirements if proposal involves clinical trial 
research (see SF424)

F32 Sponsor’s Section
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Applicant's Qualifications and 
Potential for a Research Career 

F32 Sponsor’s Section
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F32
Sponsor’s Section

• All must fit into 6 pages
• You may write a ‘draft’ or your sponsor/co-sponsor may 

write it all
• You, as the PI, are responsible for making sure it’s 

correct
• In order to be correct, it needs to match your training 

plan, and your goals
• Must be very personalized
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